PREFACE

Andhrsidesa. under the rule of the Kdkatiyas of the
Ekaiildnagara (Warangal) and the kings of Vijayanagara
witnessed a marked development of Sanskrit literature in
all its branches. Agastya Pandita who is praised as one of the
greatest scholar-poets of his times by Gangddevi, the queen
of Virakampardya and the author of the Mathurdvijaya, has
enriched the Sanskrit literature with seventy four works.
But only three works of this great writer, BdlaBhdrata,
Krsnacarita and Nala Kirtikaumudi have come down to
us; the last one only in fragments.

The Bdia Bhdrata of about 1700 and odd verses, di-
vided into 20 cantos, is like the Bhdratamanjari of Kse-
mendra, an epitome of the great epic Mahdbhdrata. It is
this Mahdkdvya which has won a good name for Agastya
Pandita as a Mahdkavi. Dr. Ghanasydmala Prasdda Rao
in his voluminous work "Agastya Pandita's Baldbhdrata - A
Critical Study" has made a successful attempt to bring out
the greatness of this poem.

The Indian literary criticism has its own long tradition
of evaluation of a literary work which is perhaps not found
in any literature. There are many works of Alankdra ^dstra
laying the guidelines to produce and appreciate a literary
work. A critic would write an exhaustive commentary on
a literary work of his choice and shows how it fulfils the
conditions laid down by the Alankdrikas to be caUed a good
poem or a drama by containing Alankdras, Gunas, Ritis,
Rasas and Sandhis etc; and by presenting proper heroes
and heroines. Therefore it is not correct to say, as some of
the modern critics are prone to think, that the Indian liter-
ary. criticism is deficient in its application, to the different
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